
Elevating the Look: Combining Asphalt 
with Belgium Block and Pavers 
A driveway shouldn't just be a slab of blacktop; it should be an 
integrated design element that complements the architecture of your 
home. While asphalt provides the clean, smooth, neutral canvas, 
current design trends emphasize framing and accenting that canvas to 
create a custom, high-end look. The juxtaposition of the sleek, dark 
asphalt with the rustic texture of stone edging or a decorative apron 
creates a sophisticated visual hierarchy. It turns a functional necessity 
into a design feature. For homeowners looking to stand out, mixing 
materials is the key to unlocking unique curb appeal that separates a 
custom home from a cookie-cutter one. 

Achieving this mixed-material look requires precision. The transition 
between stone and asphalt must be seamless to prevent water 
infiltration and tripping hazards. Skilled Asphalt Paving 
Contractors in Long Hill Township NJ work in tandem with 
masonry experts to create unified designs where different materials 
meet perfectly, providing both beauty and structural support. 

The Belgium Block Edge 

One of the most popular upgrades is the Belgium block (cobblestone) 
border. Lining the edges of an asphalt driveway with granite blocks 
does two things. Aesthetically, it provides a crisp, finished line that 
looks far superior to a simple asphalt taper. It acts like a picture 
frame. Functionally, the stone edge provides a rigid container for the 
asphalt. When a heavy vehicle drives near the edge of an unsupported 
driveway, the asphalt can crack or crumble away. The stone border 
holds the asphalt in place, preventing edge failure. It also protects the 
adjacent lawn from being driven on, keeping your landscaping neat. 
This combination of form and function makes it a top choice for 
luxury renovations. 

The Paver Apron 

The "apron" is the entrance to the driveway, usually the first 10 to 15 
feet connecting to the street. Replacing this section with interlocking 
pavers or cobblestones creates a grand entrance. It signals to visitors 
that they are entering a well-appointed property. This design trick also 
serves a practical purpose; the apron takes the most abuse from 
turning tires and street plows. Stone pavers are incredibly durable and 
hide tire marks well. The visual contrast between a textured stone 
apron and a smooth asphalt driveway lengthens the look of the 
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property and adds a touch of estate-style elegance. It creates a 
transition zone that feels deliberate and welcoming. 

Curving and Shaping 

Asphalt is a fluid material before it hardens, allowing for creative 
shaping that concrete or pavers sometimes struggle to mimic 
smoothly. Instead of a rigid straight rectangle, consider gentle S-
curves that wind through your landscape. A curved driveway feels 
more organic and can help navigate around mature trees or 
topographical features. It softens the hard lines of the house. 
Widening the driveway near the garage to create a turnaround spot or 
a courtyard effect adds utility while enhancing the visual flow. A 
thoughtful layout considers the driver's perspective and the 
pedestrian's view from the street, making the approach to the home an 
experience in itself. 

Texture and Contrast 

The deep black of fresh or sealcoated asphalt contrasts beautifully 
with green grass, white siding, or red brick. Designers use this 
contrast to ground the house. Unlike grey concrete which can 
sometimes wash out visually against light-colored homes, asphalt 
anchors the color palette. Keeping the asphalt jet black through 
regular maintenance is part of the design strategy. It keeps the 
property looking new and sharp. When combined with lighter stone 
edging, the contrast is even more striking, creating a "tuxedo" effect 
that is timeless and classy. This high-contrast aesthetic is a staple of 
high-end landscape design. 

Conclusion 

Your driveway is a massive surface area; don't let it be boring. By 
incorporating design elements like stone edging, decorative aprons, 
and thoughtful shaping, you can transform a standard paving job into 
a custom landscape feature. It is the details that define luxury. 

Call to Action 

Ready to design a driveway that turns heads? Contact us to explore 
custom design and paving options. 

Visit: https://www.blackdiamondpaving.co/ 
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